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Dear  Bal-People. 

Really  liked  the  Collins/Starlin  story 
in  BATMAN  #402.  but  that's  a  minor 
point  this  time  out.  DC  is  doing  some 
really  great  stulf  with  Bats  this  year,  so 
good  stories  are  no  surprise.  My  concern 
for  this  letter  is  on  a  minor  detail  that's 
starting  to  get  on  my  nerves.  What's  the 
detail? 

Batman's  ribs)  Everybody  and  their 
mother  is  writing  stories  where  Batman 
gets  his  ribs  busted  in.  so  much  so  it'sget- 
ting  to  be  like  the  "flesh  wound"  of  the 
old  cowboy  movies.  The  man's  ribs  are 
going  to  be  powder  pretty  soon,  or  worse 
yet.  what  if  he  punctures  a  lung?  Let  the 
man  get  shot,  gassed,  knocked  out.  but 
leave  Batman's  ribs  alone  for  a  whilel 
Please? 

Brad  Keefauver 
207  Rassi  Ave. 

Morton.  IL  61550 
Actually.  1  thought  the  idea— if  you 
were  Batman,  that  is— was  NOT  to  get 
shot,  gassed,  knocked  out  err  kicked  in  the 
ribs  ...  But  you're  right.  Batman's  ribs 
have  taken  quite  a  beating  lately.  We'll  try 
to  damage  some  other  part  of  his  anatomy 
next  time.  Quick.  Watson,  hand  me  the 


Dear  Denny. 

I  for  one  applaud  your  changing  the 
Batman  back  to  the  grim,  dark  avenger 
that  he  was  in  the  comics  of  the  late  1930s. 
This  is  the  Batman  that  I've  always 
wanted  and  got  in  the  DARK  KNIGHT 
and  now  in  the  pages  of  BATMAN  and 
DETECTIVE  comics. 

Now  for  some  continuity  comments. 
To  begin  with,  the  Batman’s  appearance 
in  MAN  OF  STEEL  occurred  about  1979. 
and  it  seemed  that  he.  like  Superman,  had 
just  begun  hiscrime-fighting  career.  This 
would  make  Dick  Grayson  19  years  old.  if 
he  started  in  1980  at  the  age  of  IS.  This 
works  well,  but  1  am  asking  to  insure  that 
such  perfect  continuity  continues  aging 
the  characters  realistically.  (I’m  not 
asking  for  silly  annual  "birthday"  issues, 
however).  This  lack  of  aging  on  the  part 
of  Superman,  the  Batman  and  Wonder 
Woman  is  what  started  all  this  multi- 
verse  mess  to  begin  with! 

Secondly,  I  can't  envision  this  Batman 
joining  the  JLA  or  forming  the  Out¬ 
siders.  (Not  that  I  want  to  get  rid  of  the 
Outsiders;  just  drop  the  Batman  from 
their  origin  and  get  him  out  of  the  JLA!) 
What  does  he  do:  drive  to  Metropolis  or 
Detroit  on  the  weekends  for  JLA  meet- 


Will  Batgirl  (or  is  it  “The  Batgirl")  be 
returning?  Does  she  still  exist?  (Yes— see 
SECRET  ORIGINS  X16—BJR)  (Jus‘ 
because  she  survived  CRISIS  doesn't 
mean  she  still  exists  in  this  "New  Earth".) 
How  about  Man-Bat?  (Maybe.)  Will  Dick 
Grayson  guest-star?  (Possibly.) 

1  really  like  this  "Mazrucchelli-look" 
Batman,  from  his  wrinkled  boots  through 
his  bulky  utility  belt  and  up  to  his  slightly 
curved  "ears".  Will  this  uniform  slick 
around?  Will  he  retain  the  bat  on  his  chest 
without  the  yellow  oval? 

Overall.  DC  is  making  wonderful 
changes  since  the  Crisis.  Superman,  the 
GL  Corps,  and  others  are  or  will  be  better 
than  ever!  Just  one  thing:  despite  what 
has  been  written  in  CRISIS  and 
LEGENDS,  the  super-heroes  shouldn't 
remember  the  Crisis,  because  it  only 
existed  in  the  multiverse.  Now.  with  only 
one  universe,  a  Crisis  could  (and  did) 
never  happen.  Besides.  I'd  hate  to  have  the 
Batman  referring  to  events  that  never 
happened— it  cheapens  the  plot. 

Ever  the  Bat-fan — 

John  LeMaitre 
237  S.  Fillmore 
Edwardsville.  IL  62025 
Everybody  in  the  DC  universe  does 
remember  a  lime  of  storms  and  death, 
referred  to  as  the  Crisis.  What  they  don't 
remember  is  the  presence  of  heroes 
eliminated  by  the  revision  of  the  uni¬ 
verse.  There  were  quite  a  few  deaths  and 
horrors  for  them  all  without  the  inclusion 
of  the  off-world'events  from  CRISIS. 


Dear  Denny. 

I  have  always  enjoyed  the  scripting  of 
Max  Col)  ins'  beautifully  written  Ms.  Tree 
detective  stories  and  his  Mike  Mist 
mysteries.  I  always  wanted  to  see  him 
write  for  BATMAN,  the  world's  greatest 
detective!  Max  delivered  a  gritty  and  fast- 
moving  tale  that,  although  not  the  most 
original  Batman  setting,  was  very  enjoy¬ 
able.  All  I  can  ask  is  that  maybe,  some¬ 
time  in  the  next  year.  BATMAN  can  find 
some  lime  in  his  very  busy  schedule'  to 
make  a  date,  and  better  yet  a  crossover, 
with  Max’s  glamorous  MICHAEL 
TREE! 

I'm  also  a  fan  of  Jim  Starlin  and  his 
comic  contributions.  Unfortunately,  1 
found  his  art  in  BATMAN  #402  to  be  ... 
stiff  at  best.  1  noticed  that  he  fell  into  a 
trap  that  many  other  artists  who  draw 
Robin/Jason  Todd  have  fallen  into  as 
well.  While  DICK  CRAYSON's  hair  is 
parted  on  the  side.  JASON's  is  parted  in 
the  middle.  Although  1  think  it  looks 


better  parted  on  the  side.  I  feel  this  is 
something  that  should  remain  consis¬ 
tent.  So  for  the  record,  is  Jason’s  hair 
parted  on  the  side  or  in  the  middle? 

Here's  to  the  hopeful  return  of  these 
two  creative  geniuses! 

Chris  Romano 
16907  Avenida  de  Santa  Ynez 
Pacific  Palisades.  CA  90272 
Jason's  hair  is  parted  at  the  roots. 
(Sorry— hate  to  part  with  a  clipped 
comment  like  that...) 


And  then  there's  the  guys  who  are  never 
satisfied.  Ah,  the  follicle  of  youth... 

Hey.  Denny— 

Why  did  you  run  such  a  horrid  Col¬ 
lins/Starlin  story  in  BATMAN  #402? 

I  mean,  while  both  of  these  gentlemen 
have  proven  their  talents  many  limes  over 
the  course  of  their  careers,  they  failed  to 
prove  it  this  time  out. 

The  story-  was  one  of  the  weakest  efforts 
from  Max  Collins  that  I've  ever  read,  and 
Jim  Starlin's  artwork  was  laughable, 
especially  the  elongated  ears  on  the  cowl. 
Tommy  looked  more  like  Bugs  Bunny 
(pg.  23.  panel  2)  than  a  dangerous 
menace. 

In  short,  if  I  want  a  weak  artistic  effort 
that's  attached  to  a  predictable  story.  I'll 
buy  lots  of  Marvel  comics.  Seoya  next 
month. 

Elvis  Orten 
Route  #4.  Box  120 
Dawson  Springs.  KY  42408 

NEXT  ISSUE:  BATMAN  VS.  THE 
ROADRUNNER!  BUGS  VS.  BEEP! 
(With  special  appearances  by  Daffy 
Denny  and  Babs  os  the  Chipmunk!)  Just 
kidding. 


Dear  DC  Comics  Inc.. 

1  can't  wail  for  BATMAN:  YEAR  ONE 

because: 

I'M  A  COLLECTOR* 

Comic  books  had  always  seemed  like 
"kiddie  stuff". 

Meant  for  someone  at  the  age  of  three; 
The  stories  were  so  silly,  with  no 

Far  removed  from  all  that  they  could 
be. 

But  then  1  saw  DARK  KNIGHT! 

Now  I'm  a  collector! 

And  Batman's  fight 
Has  pulled  me  right  in! 

I’m  in  love... 

I'm  a  collector. 

1  couldn't  reject  it 
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If  I  tried! 

Comic  books  had  always  termed  "ihr 
same  old  thing". 

It  the  art  was  good,  they  lacked  a  plot 

What's  the  use  in  buying,  when  it'sall 
the  same? 

But  then  Frank  Miller  played,  and 
changed  the  game! 

That's  when  I  read  DARK  KNIGHT! 

Now  I'm  a  collector! 

And. DC’s  right 

On  top  with  this  one! 

I'm  in  love... 

I'm  a  collector 

I  couldn't  dellect  it 

II  I  tried ... 

•  To  the  tune  of  “I'm  a  Believer"  by  Neil 
Diamond,  as  performed  by  the  Monkrrv 
Janet  I..  Hethcrington 
420  Gloucester  Si.  Apt.  405 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
CANADA  KIR  7T7 

Vea/i f  Written  on  Hal  man  stationery, 
no  Ir  u!  The  next  lettricame  in  loo  fair  /or 
Iasi  month's  leltercol.  and  .since  I  was 
admonished  for  picking  out  all  the 
negative  letters  on  BATMAN  *40/  to  run 
in  that  letter i  ol.  I  /  overcomperuated  for 
bemg  personally  involved  .  )  here's  a  late 
comment  on  that  usue 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sending  a  letter  to  you  guy  sat  last, 
alter  twenty  years  ol  pt  nan  ly  going  weld 
over  Batman  rornk  books,  because  some¬ 
thing  to  publicly  go  wild  oyer  just 
happened.  Their  have  been  dashing, 
original  iemale  characters  in  BATMAN 
since  its  first  issue — usually  villains— but 
never  before  has  a  BATMAN  story  been 
written  by  a  female.  It  took  401  issues  In 
get  to  that:  but  "A  Bird  in  thl  Hand"  was 
worth  the  wait.  Great  title,  even. 

1  have  read  a  lot  ol  ankles  and  engaged 
in  much  debate  rreeriity  over  wotmn  s 
place  in  comics  <as  writers,  artists, 
villains,  or  whatever),  and  have  come 
away  from  the  subjet  t  with  mixed 
emotions  ol  bortdorn  and  disgust.  Th« 
comics  that  are  aimed  at  the  female 
market  put  me  to  sleep,  and  nobody  stems 
to  feel  that  women  have  any  business 
writing  or  drawing  the  super- hen  as — 
unless  the  supri  hero  is  also  a  woman 
Cnttl  Barbara  J  Randall  popped  up  out 
of  ...  well;  wtiere  did  she  come  from?  .  . 
with  bet  story,  thcieseemedlobr  no  place 
on  this  scene  lot  a  iemale  fattbov. 

The  gitly  comics  make  me  skill  c latvi. 
always  have,  because  they  are  trkbr.t- 
lions  ol  the  tneeboe  re.  E  verybody  has  to  be 
just  like  you  and  me — just  like  you. 
maylx".  not  like  me!  Any  flamboyant, 
talented ot  headstrong  charat  ter  ioagirls 
comic  is  bound  to  be  the  antagonist  who 
gets  taught  a  lesson  Th.it  kind  ol  indue  - 
trinalion  is  sicker  than  the  goriest  light 
stvnc  could  ever  be. 

Comk  traders  whcc  lams  ihemstlves 
enlightened  and  mattire  are  whining 
loudly  abourihe.  supei  heio  genre,  using 
all  the  arguments  that  Ms.  Randall  gives 
tc»G.  Gordon  Gotllns  hi  hi  t  slots  ,  but  no 
other  genre  has  ever  sold  miliums  ol 
comics,  ami  then  's  a  good  reason  lot  that 
Gunir  books  present  a  tnvihologv  A 
comic  book  that  dcKsn'ykmxk  its  rivulets 


flat  with  a  vision  of  glory  is  just  so  much 
designer  toilet  paper — it  isn't  worth  a 

Women's  teal  achievements  in  the 
comics  industry  will  coroe  when  they  take 
control  ol  the  great  heroes,  like  Batman, 
and  write  oc  draw  memorable  stones  that 
mllucncr  the  tans— including  the  next 
generation  of  writers  and  ariisis. 

That  is  not  to  say  women  wouidn  t 
being  an  odd  angle  or  two  into  the  genre. 
Odd  angles  air  what  the  gain-  needs; 
mythology  thrives  on  fresh  interpreta¬ 
tions  ol  ageless  material.  If  the  same 
bunch  ol  guys  keep  at  it  too  long,  the  con¬ 
ventions  partly  into  fossils  and  the  parts 
moves  elsewhere. 

There  is  one  scene  in  BATMAN  *401 
that  no  male  writer,  not  even  Alan  Moorr, 
has  approached:  the  scene  in  whkh 
Robin  accidentally  pulls  off  the  top  of 
Magpie's  costume  and  is  so  embarrassed 
that  he  lets  bet  get  away.  Fot  years  I  have 
wondered  how  female  characters  manag 
ed  to  either  prevent  or  commit  crimes  in 
stilrtto  heels  and  deep  decolletage;  it  isn’t 
the  srxism  implicit  in  such  outfits  that 
bothers  me.  it's  the  stupidity  .  Only  a  bozo 
would  run  through  the  cits  at  3  AM 
dressed  like  that!  Robin's  confusion  is 
authentic  and  hilarious. 

There's  also  a  lot  of  gender -f  nr  good 
stuff  in  this  story  ,  and  I  feel  a  son  of  pro¬ 
prietary  pride  in  it.  almost  as  il  I'd  writ  ten 
it  myself.  Frankly.  I  nevei  would  have 
thought  you'd  allow  a  woman  such  a 
prominent  BATMAN  feattue — lust 
LEGENDS  Crossover  and  all  that— but 
you’ve  done  it  now.  haven't  you? 

Congratulations  to  Barbara  j  Randall, 
and  to  everyone  else  involved. 

Page  Davis 
Townhouse  Apt.  13-1 
Chapel  Hill.  NC  27514 

Thanks.  As  for  the  story  of  where  I 
eame  from,  it  was  the  sister  lettercol  to 
this  one,  in  DETECTIVE  comics.  Some 
guy  nomad  Giordano  asked  fot  sugges 
lions  cm  how  DC's  female  characters 
could  be  improved,  and  boy  did  I  have 
stuff  to  say  about  that ...  It  only  look  me 
six  letters  to  end  up  on  this  side  of  the  col 
(to  simplify  the  last  five  years  a  great 
deal.../,  so  if  you  all  get  started  now  ... 
maybe  I'll  be  editing  your  scripts  some¬ 
day.  Until  then,  why  not  write  us  a  letter 
on  this  issue' See  you  next  month  (That's 
BA  T -MAH  ,cto  DC  COMICS.  INC  ,  666 
fifth  die  .  ,Vete  Fork.  NY  ItllOh 

— Barbara 

FROM  rue  D£N 

For  months.  I  had  been  looking  kut  a 
creative  team  to  assume  ihr  Salman 
chores  after  Frank  Miller  and  Dae  id 
Mazntcthrlli  finish  /Mr  OM-  A  kit  of 
names  were  mentioned — virtually  every 
name  that  belongs  to  an  established  pro¬ 
fessional  or  the  kind  of  newcomer  who 
might  be  able  to  provide  the  kind  ol 
brooding,  moody  storyirlling  that  thar- 
ai ta ires  the  (lassie  Batman. 

The  writer  I  was  seeking  had  lu  be  a 
competent  plotter— plots  are  as  much  a 
pari  ol  the  Batman  ray  thos  as  mood  and 
character— and  it  would  hrip  il  be  had. a 
feel  for  the  groteyqur.  the  eerie,  ibe  odd.  A 
sense  ul  justke  would  help.  And  I 


certainly  wouldn’t  mind  if  hr  had  a 
knowledge  of  comics  history  in  general 
and  Batman  history  in  particular.  Reli¬ 
ability  would  be  a  nice  trait  for  him  to 
have.  And  he  had.  absolutely  had.  to  bate 
an  ability  to  smite  obsessed  heroes. 

Right  under  my  nose.  The  proofs  to 
Batman  *403.  Right  next  to  dial,  my 
Rolodex  with  a  Irish  entry  under  the  C 
card:  Max  Allan  Collins. 

Jim  a  couple  ol  issues  hack.  1  used  part 
of  this  tpacr  to  tell  you  about  Max's 
accomplishments  as  the  scriptet  of  the 
Dick  Tracy  comic  (trip  foe  the  past  nine 
yean;  the  writer  and  lo-creatot  of  Ms 
TrM.  a  comic  book  published  by  Eclipse, 
and  as  the  award-winning  mystery 
novelise.  iTha  million  Dollar  Wound  is 
the  latest  Collin*  I've  read,  and  I  recom¬ 
mend  il)  Sol  won't  go  ova  all  that  again 
For  those  of  you  who  came  in  hue.  I  will 
mention  that  Max  did  two  issues  for  ug  I 
liked  than  and.  judging  from  the  mail, 
you  did.  too.  There  was  only  one  logical 
question  IHi  to  be  answered;  would  Mac 


The  Rolodex  was  right  there. 

Five  minutes  lata.  I  had  nv  answrt. 
Although  nobody  thought  of  the  stories 
in  Batman  M02  and  *403  as  auditions  ai 
the  time,  that's  wbat  they  turned  out  to  be 
1  was  pleased  with  Max  and.  as  he  loid  me 
on  the  phone,  hr  was  delighted  with 
Batman. 

I  had  my  writer. 

I  still  lacked  an  anwi. 

.Again,  the  parade  of  names,  of  possi¬ 
bilities— an  exercise  in  frustration.  Ol 
coursr,  there  was  that  otar  guy.  throne  I'd 
wocird  with  at  the  Great  Big  Company  ... 
He  did  great  ciryscapes—  wonderfully 
dark,  filro-ooir-ithly  stuff— and  a  line 
taped  hem.  Thai  hero  was  called  Moon 
Knight,  and  despite  what  some  fans  were 
saying,  be  was  not  really  much  like  our 
taped  Crusader,  but  the  work,  and  the 
aunt's  very  obtious  intelligent  e.  in¬ 
dicated  hr  had  the  raw  equipment  to  do  a 
very  good  Balmao—  maybe  batter  (ban 
very  good.  But  the  grapes  ior  had  it  that 
he  was  committed  to  other  projects 
through  the  middle  of  next  year  vorae- 
timr.  StiU.  what  the  hey.  it  was  worth  a 
pboor  calf. 

Actually,  il  took  srvrial  calls.  My  man 
had  moved.  I  finally  reached  him  tn 
Oregon,  where  he’d  gone  to  escape  the 
horrors  of  northrastan  summit.  (I 
mentioned  that  he’s  intelligent?)  Hr  OKI 
have  tommitmrnls — the  good  ones 
always  do— but  he’d  leant  il  they  wo- 
negotiable  and.  more  important,  he’d 
commune  with  his  soul  to  Find  out  il  he 
really  wanted  to  take  on  something  as 
demanding  as  Batman.  He’d  la  me  know . 

The  answer .  when  il  finally  tame,  was 
ye*. 

His  name  is  Chris  VVartu-r  and  it  tv  not 
the  best  known  name  in  comits.  At  least 
not  yet.  But  give  at  a  year. 

Max  and  Chris  have  already  hatl  st-teral 
long  tons  rrsatioos.  Fat  h  has  told  me  how 
t\t  iud  hr  is  to  br  teamed  with  thcothet. 
and  together  the t  'vr  hatched  some  plans 
that  have  me  extiu-d. 

1  II  ti  ll  you  about  them  next  issue. 


